SUMMARY OF THE
ACCREDITATION PROCESS COMMITTEE M EETING
JUNE 2, 2000

The Accreditation Process Committee of the Nationa Environmental Laboratory Accreditation
Conference (NELAC) met by teleconference on Friday June 2, 2000, at 11 am. Eastern Daylight
Time (EDT). The meeting was led by its chair, Dr. John Griggs of the U.S. Environmenta Protection
Agency (EPA). A lig of action itemsis given in Attachment A. A lig of participantsisgivenin
Attachment B. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss auxiliary laboratory certification with
California Laboratory Accreditation Program personnel as guests.

INTRODUCTION

Dr. Griggs opened the meeting by asking the attendees to introduce themsdlves to announce their
presence at the teleconference.

ACCREDITATION PROCESS FLOWCHART

The committee discussed issues before the Cdifornia guests arrived concerning the development of a
new flowchart that represents the NELAC laboratory accreditation process and time frames of all
components of the process of laboratory accreditation. Dr. Griggs mentioned an existing flowchart
used in the past and will bring copies to the upcoming Sixth NELAC Annud Mesting for committee
members to use as a guide or example in developing an updated flowchart.

AUXILIARY LABORATORY CERTIFICATION

There was discussion of the Chapter 4 wording concerning the accreditation of auxiliary laboratories.
Dr. Griggs sated that currently Chapter 4 leaves the decison of defining auxiliary fixed-base
laboratories up to the individud primary accrediting authority. The chapter dso contains language
which addresses auxiliary mobile laboratories. The guests from the California Laboratory Accreditation
Program were explaining that California defines an auxiliary laboratory facility by five criteria, including:

1 supervison by acommon laboratory director,

2. the auxiliary facility must be a sationary building owned by the same entity asthe main
|aboratory facility,

3. the distance that facilities can be located apart from each other,

4, an auxiliary laboratory cannot be located in another city than the main facility, and

5. sample shipment to or from an auxiliary laboratory does not compromise sample integrity.

The two groups discussed attributes and shortcomings of both systems, legal loopholes and specid case
gtuations that complicate the issue of defining an auxiliary laboratory fecility. Dr. Griggs requested that
the Cdlifornia Laboratory Accreditation Program representatives forward suggestions on defining
auxiliary laboratory facilities for consderation at the upcoming Sxth NELAC Annud Mesting.
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CHAPTER4 - NELAC Standards

4.1.1.1 Definition, Technical Director(s)

The Cdifornia Laboratory Accreditation Program guests suggested that the basic educationa
requirement for any technica director be a bachelor of science degree. This topic was tabled until the

next meeting as there was not enough time for afull discussion of it by the committee and guests.

AdditionsCommentsto Double Underline - Strikethrough Version of Proposed Changesto
Chapter 4

There were no additions or comments from any of the committee members present.
NOMINATION OF NEW COMMITTEE M EMBERS

Dr. Griggs announced that the resumes of three potentia Accreditation Process Committee nominees
would be sent to the committee members before the next meeting for discussion during that call.

ADJOURNMENT

Dr. Griggs adjourned the meeting after closing discussions of the agendaitems.

Accreditation Process Committee Page 2 of 4 June 2, 2000



Attachment A

ACTIONITEMS
ACCREDITATION PROCESS COMMITTEE M EETING

JUNE 2, 2000
I[tem No. Action Dateto be
Completed
1. The committee will draft an updated and expanded Accreditation | After NELAC 6
Process flowchart.

Accreditation Process Committee Page 3 of 4 June 2, 2000



PARTICIPANTS

Attachment B

ACCREDITATION PROCESS COMMITTEE M EETING

JUNE 2, 2000
Name Affiliation Address
Griggs, John Chair | USEPA/Office of Rad. & T: (334) 270-3450
Ind. Air, NAREL F: (334) 270-3454

E: griggs.john@epamail .epa.gov

Baumgart, Mary Ann
(absent)

MN Vdley Testing
Laboratories

T: (507) 354 - 8517
F: (507) 359 - 2890
E: gaumvtl @newulmtl.net

Cruse, Janet
(absent)

IL EPA, Division of
Laboratories

T: (217) 785 - 0601
F: (217) 524 - 0944
E: epa.611l@epa.state.il.us

Hamilton, Maureen

T: (509) 627-3716
F: (509) 628-2398
E: mkhamilt@ix.netcom.com

Hill, David

O'Brien and Gere
Laboratories Inc.

T: (315) 437 - 0200
F: (315) 463 - 7554
E: hilldr@obg.com

Macdlletti, Nicholas

CT Dept Public Hedlth

T: (860) 509 - 7386
F: (860) 509 - 7378
E: nicholas.macelletti @po.state.ct.us

Laboratories

Meyers, Sheila TNRCC T: (512) 239-0425
(absent) F: (512) 239-6390

E: smeyers@tnrcc.state.tx.us
Pulano, Robert Genera Engineering T: (843) 556 - 8171

F: (843) 766 - 1178
E: rlp@mail.gdl.com

Whestley, Gleason

KY Dept. Environmental
Protection

T: (502) 564 - 6120
F: (502) 564 - 8930
E: whesatley@mail.state.ky.us

Ennis, J. Todd

Research Triangle Ingtitute

T: (919) 541-7226
F: (919) 541-7386
E: jte@rti.org
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